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new fancy on moral grounds, but only as entailing dangerous
results. Peter, who is absent, has set him to watch Catharine,
but, having no great confidence in his minister, has appointed
Jakinsky, another spy, to look after the first. Menschikoff re-
pays the Czarine's frankness by the information that, having
been, on some slight occasion, caned by his imperial master
before all the court, he, the favorite, intends to take an early
opportunity of paying back the little favor.
In the mean while the Czarine promotes Count Sapieha to
the post of chamberlain, and Olga—who, following the fashion,
has fallen in love with the dashing, Frenchified Pole, is uncon-
sciously her rival—to that of maid of honor, and admits her,
by a special favor, to lodge in a pavilion occupied by herself.
So far matters have gone on smoothly enough, but here the
embroglio begins. Vilderbeck, gojng home late in rather a con-
fused state of mind, wanders into the gardens of tbe palace,
finds a door open, enters a pavilion, and catches a glimpse of
a lady in white, who screams and puts out the light. At this
moment a powerful grasp is laid on his shoulders, and he is
tumbled down stairs and out of doors very unceremoniously.
The next morning he finds himself at his own door, half frozen,
and quite unconscious how he got there. In the scuffle a
chamberlain's key has been dropped; this key, picked up by
Jdkinsky, like Bluebeard's, gets every one into a scrape; it is
shown to the Czar, whose suspicions it arouses. Vilderbeck,
being questioned, relates his nocturnal adventure: it was too
dark to recognize his assailant or the lady, and he was too
tipsy to remember the locality of the scene. However, the
key is proved to be the count's, and he is summoned before
the imperial inquisitor. "What was he doing there ? He was
there for—Olga I '.Very well, he must immediately repair
damages by marrying Olga, who, on her side, knowing noth-
ing of the adventure, joyfully consents, to obey orders and
take the husband provided for her. __
The play might have been brought to a close here, the fas-
cinating count fuming out to have been in love with pretty
Miss Olgja all .the time, and to have really made with her the
that has so greatly troubled the Czar and occa-
' spouse to be accused falsely. This natural conclu-

